
 

  

 
Date:  October  2012  

Issue: ‘Doctors call for safe injecting room trial: The Victorian branch of the Australian 

Medical Association (AMA) wants a trial of safe injecting rooms in Melbourne. (ABC News 2/10/12) 

[“Permissibility, availability and accessibility - all increase consumption.” Dalgarno Institute.] 

Australia’s has had its injecting room trial and so has Canada. We don’t need another experiment to tell 
us this is not the way forward. 

Australia 21 Foundation and the same aggressive minority are yet again trying to spin another drug 
liberalisation endeavour, this time revisiting the shooting gallery idea. We need to understand that the  
NSW Government in their ill-conceived ‘legitimising’ of their ‘trial room’ are now a key and deliberate 
stakeholder in, and active promoter of the use of illicit drugs! That’s right illegal drugs being utilised 
under the governance of a democratically elected government whose constituency are, under law, not 
permitted to carry, sell or use illicit drugs - unless, you are in a NSW State Government ‘supervised 
injecting facility’! 

What do these facilities enable? (deliberately or inadvertently) 

a) The facilitation of illicit drug use. 

b) The ongoing maintenance of addiction and illicit drug use. 

c) The supervision of experimentation in illicit drug use including mixtures and potency. Enabling 
users to experiment at tax payer expense, in a now government supervised environment. 

d) The active contribution to the continuation of illicit drug demand. 

e) The addition of a government facilitated motivator for the continuation of illegal sourcing, 
manufacture and/or trafficking of society and life destroying substances. 

f) A greater attractiveness of our nation for international illicit drug suppliers. 

g) The use of tax-payer funds to maintain addiction to life and community destroying illicit drugs. 

What does this facility supposedly prevent and what other options will better facilitate prevention of 
harm? 

a) Inadvertent deaths from overdosing of illicit drugs? So does substance free rehabilitation! 

b) The facilitation of ‘safer’ injecting practices using clean syringes? So does substance free 
rehabilitation! 

c) The potential for referral to rehabilitative service? Mandated rehabilitation for all illicit drug 
users brought up on criminal charges would ensure referral and placement! 
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In attempt to legitimise this addiction maintaining facility, the legislators have engaged limited data 

from minority lobby’s and limited statistics, as well as attempting to use ‘other health’ issues to lend 

credibility to this disturbing agenda. Even to the extent of a specious misuse of Human Right Charters to 

further precipitate the use of that which makes all peoples less than human – illicit drugs.  

What is important to note and uphold, is that Australia is obliged by International treaties to reduce 

demand for illicit drugs which has benefits for drugs users and the wider community. This cannot be 

negated by the socio-political manipulation of a well-positioned few with an agenda for the 

decriminalising of illicit drugs. This is also a further push to see these health and community destroying 

substances be not only used, but maintained as a ‘lifestyle choice’. A so called ‘choice’ for bad mental, 

social and physical health that the vast majority of the Australian community, then have to bear the 

burden of! 

Australia’s other states and territories have not supported injecting rooms because drug use 

maintenance not only fails to assist the addict, but only adds to the burden of addiction. The world’s 

best practice has shown that court ordered and supervised illicit drug rehabilitation does reduce 

demand and helps users to quit! 

Other countries like Canada are considering closing injecting rooms because they do not work, nor 

reduce demand, nor get users off drugs. We need to implement clear and consistent Demand Reduction 

strategies at all tiers of society - education, community and media along with continued effective supply 

reduction strategies are far better options for better health and safety outcomes for not only the 

addicted, but wider community. Strategies like the ‘QUIT” campaign against tobacco,  that has one 

unambiguous goal; Not slow down, not moderate, not supervised intake, but QUIT and all funded by the 

government to reduce health and fiscal damage. Illicit drug users deserve no less an opportunity to get 

drug free and injecting rooms will not help this end. 

If we allow measures like ‘Supervised Injecting Facilities’ to further maintain and increase Australia’s 

demand for illicit drugs, we will not only undermine the efforts of other countries to stop illicit drug 

production or distribution, but far more tragically, send a message of ‘careless concession’ to an 

emerging generation, that only adds to our societies health and social ills. 

For more and thorough data go to http://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/research.html  

‘Injecting Rooms’ 

 
 

Communications Liaison - Dalgarno 
Institute  
1300 975 002 

 

 

 
          

www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au   www.nobrainer.org.au 

 

mailto:admin@dalgarnoinstitute.org.au
http://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/research.html
http://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/
http://www.nobrainer.org.au/

