
 

  

 
Date:  September  2012  

Issue: ‘Australia 21’s ill-conceived push for greater permission for illicit drug use 

reinforces that the ‘war on drugs’ has been over for decades and our children and 
families are now paying the price!’ 

[“Permissibility, availability and accessibility - all increase consumption.” Dalgarno Institute.] 

“It’s not so called ‘prohibition’ that has created the drug policy mess we see today, but the hijacking of a Three 
Pillar strategy by a one dimensional and user-centric methodology - the misnamed ‘harm reductionist’ agenda. 

For over 25 years the poorly implemented Harm Minimisation platform has led us to this dysfunctional space and 
consequentially has damaged and/or ill-informed an entire generation. Australian families have been let down by 
government health policies that have never seriously attacked the drug issue through proactive and effective 
demand reduction and prevention strategies,” according to Shane Varcoe, Executive Director, The Dalgarno 
Institute.  

‘The growing ‘liberalisation’ efforts, all couched in disturbingly specious and paper thin ‘care’ spin , saw, Cannabis 
decriminalised in South Australia as early as 1987 and that was only the start of the de facto decriminalising 
‘creep’ that has led us to this now bold push to quasi-legalise this health and family damaging substance.  

Harm Prevention focused policies must be the foundation of our drug policy platform of which such nations as 
Sweden have successfully implemented and which other European countries who have liberal drug policies are 
starting to realise is a better option. 

What should be paramount to all legislators is the need to move away for user-centric policy to a more 
protective space for the most vulnerable in our society – the children! Article 33 of the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child states that: Member States “shall take all appropriate measures, including legislative, 
administrative, social and educational measures, to protect children from the illicit use of narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances as defined in the relevant international treaties, and to prevent the use of children in 
the illicit production and trafficking of such substances”. 

Our nation woke up to the damage of tobacco and is now realising the cost of the other legal drug alcohol and 
making moves to reduce demand and stem the damage. It would be beyond incongruent – rather incredulous in 
this space to then consider unleashing further opportunity for damage, disease and deficit through greater 
permissibility, accessibility and availability of illicit drug use as the recent report recommends. For example, the 
regulation of MDMA (Ecstasy) and cannabis/marijuana will only exacerbate the problem and set up a framework 
that will destroy the next generation’s health and potential, which is already sustaining damage from the legal 
drugs. 

The statistics tell the story; they continue to demonstrate that legalised drugs far outweigh the illicit drugs in 
terms of consumption and acceptability 

• Alcohol - 81 % 

• Tobacco – 18% (from 55-60%) 

• Heroin – 0.2% 

• Cocaine – 2% 
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• Speed/Ice – 2%\Ecstasy – 3%  

• Cannabis – 11% (up from 9%) – compared to worldwide average of 2.6-5% 

Low use of illegal drugs is the success of international cooperation and illicit drug prohibition controls world-wide. 

The Dalgarno Institute strongly recommends a decisive move away from the harm promoting strategies to a 
proactive and protective way forward for communities, families and Generation Next. 

a. Halt the current slide into greater liberalisation and take strategic steps away from user-centric 
policy and toward protective policies particularly for the young. In so doing, uphold the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child that states… ‘take all appropriate measures, including legislative, administrative, 
social and educational measures, to protect children from the illicit use of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances as defined in the relevant international treaties, and to prevent the use of children in the illicit 
production and trafficking of such substances’ 

b. To actually fully implement the priority of a suite of demand reduction strategies that are not 
then undermined by permissive harm reduction strategies, thus demonstrating a clear priority of 
prevention and stepping toward the following. 

c. A through strategic and policy based move to Recovery outcomes. This priority will govern drug 
policy and like the anti-tobacco health strategy, make ‘quitting’ drug use the highest priority. This can 
include recovery and dependence reducing pharmacotherapies such as naltrexone implants that assist 
drug users to step up and out from on-going substance use. 

d. Take Australia out of the dysfunctional space of being one of the most permissive drug policy 
nations in the world to a more proactive, caring and protective nation that seeks the best for our 
communities, families and children. 
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