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Issue: ‘The measure that works – the measure that’s missing?’ 

Dalgarno Response: Why not earlier closing times? A proven measure should be a no brainer! 
[“Permissibility, availability and accessibility - all increase consumption.” Dalgarno Institute.] 

In 1965 a Royal Commission which lasting 4 months had just concluded, it was presided over by Philip Phillips Q.C. and the 
subject requiring his decision was “should hotel closing times be extended from 6pm to 10pm?” Although Phillips conceded 
to this change, his concluding comments were published in headlines in all the newspapers of the time, including the 
following statement… “Most road deaths and serious injuries are caused by alcohol”. Why this public disclosure? Was it a 
tacit acknowledgment that a ‘lid was going to be lifted’ by this culture shift event? The answer to that became clear – the 
result was the need for another push from ordinary Aussies for the introduction of Random Breath Testing to challenge the 
growth in drink driving and yes, late night drink driving. The late night closing unleashed another terror to our community. 
So, would earlier closing times have any impact on levels of violence in the Night Time Environments/Economies?  Let’s 
look and see! 

 “Internationally, a wealth of studies has demonstrated a link between the provision of alcohol and the occurrence 
of crime and disorder in the night-time economy (NTE), particularly in town and city centres (Olsson and Wikstrom, 
1982; Rush et al, 1986; Edwards et al, 1994; Chikritzhs and Stockwell, 2002; Goodacre, 2005). “1 

One of many such studies was conducted in Norway engaging 18 cities between the years 2000 and 2010. The 774 
observations that were carried out during this time yielded what anecdotally was already crystal clear - The longer a 
‘watering hole’ is open the greater the risk of violence/crime/disorder. The finding from this study saw an approximate 17% 
increase in violence for around every hour longer of trading. Ergo, the earlier the closing time, the less the assaults.    
Now, if these weren’t evidence enough, to make the point both contextually relevant and irrefutably clear, a similar 
experiment were carried out in Newcastle NSW in a precinct with an unenviable reputation for violence, public nuisance 
and disorder. The closing times for ‘facilities’ in this precinct were 5:30 am and the experiment called for 3-3:30 am closure, 
for brevity sake the following is excerpt from the conclusion of the research… 

This study indicates that a restriction in pub closing times to 3/3.30 a.m. in Newcastle, NSW, produced a large 
relative reduction in assault incidence of 37% in comparison to a control locality. 2 

Whilst the evidence is clear to the positive impact earlier closing times can have on criminal activity, we are led to believe a 
deal has been struck to ensure this potential policy measure has been culled from the raft of possible reforms! Why? Who 
made that call?  The Dalgarno Institute and its growing coalition calls for this proven measure for crime reduction, of 
earlier closing times, to be implemented in Liquor licensing and policy reform. The Dalgarno Institute also calls for.... 

a) Limiting of sales of high alcohol content beverages after certain times. 
b) ‘Three strikes and you’re closed’ policy for breaches of R.S.A. regulations. 
c) Higher volumetric taxes on all spirits, wines and full strength beers. 

Communications Liaison – research@dalgarnoinstitute.org.au 
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