
 

  

 
Date:  June 2011  

Issue: Prevention and recovery focused Drug Policy  

Dalgarno Response: Sanity holds… well for the moment! 

“Permissibility, availability and accessibility - all increase consumption.” Dalgarno Institute. 

We, at Dalgarno Institute, continue to present this basic consumption principle and one that certain ‘careless’ elements in 

our society refuse to acknowledge. In few places is this principle more apparent than in the Alcohol and Other Drug arena.  

Australia remains one of the top illicit drug using countries in the world, not because the ‘war on drugs’ has failed, but 

because it was never really waged as it was always intended. The introduction of Harm Minimisation as the cornerstone of 

drug policy precipitated a rapid increase in drug use and its harms. Why? Because our policy focused on a single aspect of 

this strategy, that of ‘Harm reduction’ and as such focused on the promotion of ‘safe use’ of drugs as opposed to 

prevention of drug use. The other two key components that are suppose to many up this ‘Harm Min’ strategy, being 

Demand and Supply reduction, were barely touched on and, as a consequence, we have paid a heavy price. An almost 

identical approach was adopted in Sweden, but the Swedes focused heavily on demand reduction, as well as prevention 

and recovery focused rehabilitation in the same initial 10 year period produced the following. 

 Sweden Australia  

 Lifetime prevalence of drug use in 16-29 year olds 
(Sweden) & 14-25 year olds (Australia)  

9%  52%  

 Use in the previous year, age groups as above  2%  33%  

 Estimated dependent heroin users per million 
population  

500  5000-16000  

 Percentage of dependent users aged <20  1.5%  8.2%  

 Methadone patients per million population  50  940  

 Drug-related deaths per million population  23  46  

 Percentage of all deaths at age <25  1.5%  3.7%  

 Drug offences per million population (Sweden – 
arrests; Australia – convictions)  

3100  1000  

 Average months in prison per drug offence  20  5  

 Property crimes per million population  51000  57000  

 Cumulative AIDS cases per million population  150  330          1 

   

Australians have been kept in the dark and feed a constant diet of pro-drug propaganda and whilst other parts of the world 

are beginning to wake up again to this culture of chaos that permissibility promotes, we ‘Aussies’ are still listening to the 

wrong voices. 

In very recent weeks the White House produced a Media Release outlining the new Obama Drugs policy. Despite the well 

funded and well organised minority pushing a pro-drug agenda, evidence based reality won out.  

 

 

Media Release 
 



 

 

 

Dalgarno Institute 
admin@dalgarnoinstitute.org.au 

P: 1300 975 002 F: 1300 952 551 

 “Overall drug use in the United States has dropped substantially over the past thirty years. In response to 

comprehensive efforts to address drug use at the local, state, Federal, and international levels, the number of 

Americans using illicit drugs today is roughly half the rate it was in the late 70s. More recently, there has been a 

46 percent drop in current cocaine use among young adults (age 18 to 25 years) over the past five years, and a 68 

percent drop in the rate of people testing positive for cocaine in the workplace since 2006. To build on this 

progress and support a public health approach to drug control outlined in the Strategy, the Obama Administration 

has committed over $10 billion for drug prevention programs and support for expanding access to drug treatment 

for addicts". 2 

The following is an excerpt from the ‘press release’ from the US. Office of National Drug Control Policy issued on 16th of 

June 2011… 

“Today’s release of the National Prevention Strategy exemplifies the Obama Administration’s balanced approach 

to drug policy and emphasis on improving the health and well-being of individuals and communities across the 

country. Research on prevention confirms that youth substance abuse shares many of the same characteristics of 

other troubling behaviors, including aggression and poor school performance. That’s why we support a robust 

approach to preventing drug use before it starts by tackling our Nation’s prescription drug abuse epidemic, 

intervening early in health care settings, and a renewed national youth anti-drug media campaign that focuses 

on community-level engagement to promote healthy behaviors.” 3 

Along with effective supply reduction activities, these demand reduction and recovery focused policies will see a ‘careful’ 
approach to the drug problem, seeking to free not only our society, but individuals, from this health, relationship and life 
destroying problem.  

The Dalgarno Institute continues to promote and sponsor… 

a) The continued ban and illegal status of illicit drugs. 
b) More and thorough recovery focused rehabilitation programs and processes. 
c) Better and more prolific Harm Prevention and abstinence focused education especially for the under 25’s. 
d) Better and tougher supply reduction strategies and policing. 
e) Compulsory diversion -rehabilitation  programs for all first time drug offenders. 
f) Tougher sentencing and seizure laws for drug dealers and recalcitrant drug users. 

For more on the balance of prevention and recovery-based treatment... go to:  "Setting the Record Straight: The 
Global Commission Report on Drug Legalization"4  

Communications Liaison – research@dalgarnoinstitute.org.au  

Endnotes 
1
 Performance Indicators of Harm Minimisation:Drug Policy Outcomes in Sweden, Australia, and the United States By Lucy Sullivan p 4 

http://www.bioethics.org.au/Resources/Online%20Articles/Opinion%20Pieces/1104%20Performance%20indicators%20of%20harm%20minimisation

.pdf 
2 

http://www.healthcare.gov/center/councils/nphpphc/strategy/report.pdf 
3
 http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/news/press11/061611.html  

4
http://ofsubstance.gov/blogs/pushing_back/archive/2011/06/02/51896.aspx 
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